
Shipman was at the 
height of her creative 
powers in 1935, when 
Edith and Edgar Stern 
commissioned her to 
design gardens for 
Longue Vue. The eight-
acre grounds were soon 
filled with signature 
Shipman elements—

including axial garden rooms, intimate vignettes, 
custom brickwork, and lush plantings in artistic 
color combinations. The Sterns were so delighted 
with the results, they followed Shipman’s advice 
to create a unified site plan including a completely 
new house—incorporating Shipman’s architectural 
ideas and featuring Shipman-designed interiors that 
connected thoughtfully to each garden view. This 
fully integrated design is the most complete and 
comprehensive Shipman design in existence today.

Described by House & Garden as 
the “Dean of Women Landscape 
Architects” (1933), Shipman was 
a champion of women in the field. 
As a single mother of three, she 
knew the value of opportunity 
and was determined to share 
it—which is one reason she hired 
only women in her New York 
office. But she also hired women for what she saw as their superior 
artistry, saying, “Before women took hold of the profession, 
landscape architects were doing what I call cemetery work.”

ELLEN SHIPMAN  
AT LONGUE VUE
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Olmsted’s work set the stage 
for a new era of American 
garden design and a new 
generation of landscape 
architects. Among them, Ellen 
Biddle Shipman (1866–1950) 
was one of the most prominent 
and prolific. Like Olmsted, 
Shipman lacked formal 
training. Instead, her work was 

driven by a passion for design, planting expertise 
developed in her own garden, and an appreciation 
of garden spaces as “the most essential part of a 
home.” Her home garden caught the eye of architect 
Charles Platt, who invited Shipman to collaborate on 
her first professional projects. She went on to design 
more than 600 gardens, both individually and in 
collaboration with others—including Olmsted’s sons, 
who carried on their father’s legacy in the Olmsted 
Brothers firm.

In 1903, Ellen Shipman settled in 
the Cornish Artists’ Colony in New 
Hampshire. This “gardened village” 
was home to writers, architects, 
and artists of all kinds, who both 
inspired and encouraged one 
another’s creative work. It was 
here that Shipman developed 
and evolved her garden aesthetic, 
known for its painterly approach 
to color, texture, and form.

ELLEN SHIPMAN
LANDSCAPES ON A 
PERSONAL SCALE
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